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Autumn is Here! 
Happy Fall! What a great start to the school year and the autumn season! September was action 
packed at St. Ambrose and we are thrilled with the participation and support we have received 
as we get back into the school groove. 

Family Movie Night was a great success! Congratulations to the Kindergarten, 3rd and 4th grade 
classes for winning a dress down day for the most attendance. Despite some technical difficulties, 
this event was fun for all! Based on your feedback, we will be planning an encore during the 
winter months, so stay tuned! 

A great big ‘thank you’ to all of the families that answered the call on Campus Cleanup Day! As 
you can see during carpool, our parish and school grounds look AMAZING! We are all so grateful 
for the fresh paint, weeding, mulching, blacktop repair and other improvements that were made. 
It is amazing to see how much we can accomplish when we all come together! Thank you to our 
St. Ambrose Parish CYM for inviting us to participate in this event. Going forward, look for invites 
from the St. Ambrose Grounds and Gardening Club  

October has been a busy month to date with a number of events and initiatives happening. 
While we had to cancel the Fall Festival due to scheduling issues, we hope that you enjoyed Trunk 
or Treat on October 18th. This is a St. Ambrose Tradition that is going strong!  

Congratulations to our Student Choir on serving their first Sunday mass of the school year. You did 
a wonderful job and represent our school with great poise and pride!  Read on for more exciting 
PTO events on the horizon. 
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Our Mission 
 

Fostering a faith-filled and academically strong 
environment, Saint Ambrose Catholic School 

works with families and the faith community to 
encourage the formation of the whole child 

through the examples and teachings of Jesus 
Christ. 

 

2019-2020 Motto 
 

“Open wide the doors for Christ.” 
                     ~ Saint Pope John Paul II 
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The Fun Run: Turkey Trot 
The Fun Run is just around the corner! This is an opportunity for some fitness 
and fundraising rolled into one.  

How it Works: 

In advance of the Turkey Trot, students obtain pledges from family and 
friends based on the number of laps they complete or minutes they run. 
They can also obtain flat rate donations for their participation.  On Fun Run 
day, each class participates in the Fun Run where students run laps for the 
allotted time and are treated to snacks and cheers for their participation.  

Fall Hive Happenings 

Volunteers will tally each student’s laps as they run. Lap counts will be sent home so that students can 
collect their pledge funds. Collection time will be over the Thanksgiving holiday, so make sure to get 
pledges from grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins and godparents! Funds will be turned in after the 
Thanksgiving holiday. There will be prizes for top runners and top classes. Stay tuned for more information. A 
signup genius for volunteers and snack donations will be issued in early November. 
 
The Three Kings Gift Shop:  
What’s all the Buzz About?? 

Another St. Ambrose tradition, the Three Kings Gift Shop provides our students with the 
opportunity to shop for their families and friends for the holidays.  
How it Works: 
School families and parishioners donate gently used or new goods that will be sorted and 
sold for $1 or $2. Items range from toys, games, books, holiday items, neckties, purses, 
jewelry, kitchen goods and housewares and so much more. So if you’re cleaning out 
those closets before the holidays – please consider the Three Kings Gift Shop before 
donating your goods elsewhere. We need items for moms, dads, little kids, teens, 
grandparents and more! You can start bringing in your donated goods starting on 
November 1.  Remember, items must be in good condition. 
Shop Logistics: 
A sorting day will be scheduled for a weekend in late November to sort all of the donated 
goods in preparation for our shop opening. We will need a lead elf to oversee this effort 
and to coordinate volunteers for shop setup and teardown. In addition, we will need 
elves to operate the shop and serve as cashiers, gift wrappers and shopping assistants to 
guide students through the shop. Mark your calendars: Setup day will be December 3 and 
the shop will be open December 4-5.  A signup genius is forthcoming. Sorting, setup and 
tear down do not require VIRTUS compliance! However, any parent elves that volunteer 
during shop hours (and will be working with students) must be VIRTUS compliant. 
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Parents as Partners 

Fall is a busy time in THE HIVE and we need YOUR HELP to keep things running smoothly.  

And never fear…..if you are worried about taking on a leadership or coordinator role, we will 
work together to find a co-chair or co-coordinator. It takes an ARMY of bees to run the HIVE. 
We have something for everyone!  Remember……every family must fulfil 15 hours of volunteer 
service. Signup early and often to make sure you get your hours in! Upcoming volunteer 
opportunities include: 
 Lunch and Recess Assistants 

Help Wanted!! We are in need of lunch and recess assistants to help out at 
school during the day. These positions help provide oversight to students in the 
lunchroom and on the playground on a daily basis. If you have a day off or find 
yourself with a free afternoon, please check the signup genius and signup to 
come in and help. This is a great way to engage with your child– VIRTUS 
compliance is required. Contact us for more info or check the signups online. 

Book Fair Helpers 

Help Mrs. Healy operate and tear down the book fair! Dates are October 31 – 
November 5. Please contact Mrs. Healy directly to discuss your availability and 
how you can help! mhealy@stambroseschool.org 

Turkey Trot Fun Run Coordinator or Team 

The Fun Run is an interactive fundraiser that all students participate in and allows 
for some exercise and fun during the school day. As coordinator or team, you 
will send out marketing materials via emails and Wednesday folder, track 
pledges and funds, and organize volunteers to donate snacks for our runners 
and to pass them out the day of the run. Marketing materials from prior years 
are available, so no need to start from scratch! Much can be done outside of 
school so VIRTUS training is not required for all roles.  

Three Kings Gift Shop Coordinator or Team 

The Three Kings Gift Shop is a St. Ambrose Tradition that allows students to 
purchase holiday gifts for their family and friends. Volunteers are needed to pre-
sort donations, setup the shop, and operate the shop as cashiers, shopping 
assistants and gift wrappers. Following the last class, we need volunteers to tear 
down. Opportunities for both, VIRTUS and non-VIRTUS compliant parents are 
available. Please contact us if you’d like to help with this event. 

Fall Fundraiser Support 

We are organizing a fall fundraiser and need help in administering this effort. 
Opportunities to assist include coordination with supplier, sending out materials 
and reminders to school community, and order fulfilment support once the 
fundraiser goods are delivered. Most can be done outside of school and does 
not require VIRTUS compliance. Let us know if you can help! 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
(10/1/19) 

RESTAURANT NIGHT – FREDDY’S 
FREDDY’S STEAKBURGERS, FAIRFAX 
October 9, 2019 – 5-9pm 

TRUNK OR TREAT 
ST. AMBROSE SCHOOL 
October 18, 2019 – 6pm 

SUNDAY DONUTS & COFFEE 
ST. AMBROSE SCHOOL GYM 
September 20, 2019 – after 10am mass 

OCTOBER PTO MEETING  
LOCATION TBD – GYM OR PARISH HALL 
October 23, 2019 – 6:30pm 

RESTAURANT NIGHT - CHIPOTLE 
CHIPOTLE – MOSAIC DISTRICT 
November 13, 2019 – 5-9pm 

SUNDAY DONUTS & COFFEE 
ST. AMBROSE SCHOOL GYM 
November 17, 2019 – after 10am mass 

TURKEY TROT FUN RUN 
ST. AMBROSE SCHOOL GYM/GROUNDS 
November 20, 2019 – during school 
 
 

The Gala is our biggest fundraiser of the year and provides CRUCIAL 
funds that help support educational initiatives, support staff retention 
and provide materials and supplies that are not covered by tuition. 
There are SO MANY WAYS to help! You can: 

• Volunteer to serve on a committee! Team up to help us tackle 
this major event and make our 25th Anniversary amazing! 

• Donate goods or services to the silent auction 

• Come to the GALA!!!  
• Think about ways that you can help and leverage your 

connections to obtain donations of goods for the auction, food 
and beverage for dinner and supplies 

• Donate a dessert for the dessert auction 

Not sure how to help? Contact pto@stambroseschool.org  

 
2019-2020  PTO Members 

Phil Coady, President 
Mary Helou, Vice President 

Joanna Navarrete, Secretary 
Pete Cuenco, Treasurer 
Mallery Holleran, Staff 

Representative 
George Elliott, Interim Principal 

Fr. Andrew Fisher, Pastor 
Fr. Joseph Bergida, Parochial Vicar 

 
Questions? Comments? 

Suggestions? 
We would LOVE to hear from you! 

Contact Us!! 
pto@stambroseschool.org 

 
School: www.stambroseschool.org 

Parish: www.stambroseva.org  
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